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2022 Club Dues Explained

Fellow members of the Withlacoochee Rockhounds.
Our December meeting was held on Wednesday, December 8th, 2021
at 7:PM. It was a good, productive meeting.
Thank you to everyone who attended. And, thank you to our new
members who were at the meeting. Welcome aboard!
As you will have seen in your e-mails, we held elections for club
officers and for the Board of Directors.

If you have any questions or concerns
please contact me, Judith Birx, at 352-5871702.
I want to thank you for your support!

Our Gem Show was a success, and I wish to extend my thanks to
everyone who volunteered or helped in any way.
We could not have done this show without you!

Hope to see you at the next Meeting!
President Judith Birx

Our next meeting will be on January 12th, 2022. This meeting will
feature our famous (or is it infamous?) Rock Bingo.
This is a meeting you MUST attend. If you are attending, and want to
play Rock Bingo, you must bring a wrapped (gift bag is considered
wrapping) rock-based gift. It is fun for all.
See below for guidelines regarding the meeting.
The CDC has recommended that we wear our masks again even if we
are vaccinated.
Since we are following the CDC guidelines we will be requiring our
members to wear their masks at the next club meeting, please!
As always, we are following the current guidelines for the safety of
all of us!
We view this as a temporary situation.
We will take this one step at a time.
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President Birx also informed us that the
club dues for the Senior Center will be
going up to $25 per person in 2022. The

Secretary's
Report

Board is considering how to reduce the
impact to our club membership and will
inform members as soon as a decision is
made.
President Birx also reminded us of our
annual election of officers, which happens

Minutes and More from Club Secretary - Melodye Steverson

at our December meeting, and invited any
member who is interested in serving as an
officer or board member to get in touch

Withlacoochee Rockhounds Monthly Meeting

with her or any other board member as

Date 11/10/21

soon as possible.

Minutes

Our annual Holiday Party will be held in

The meeting was called to order by President Judith Birx at

January, as usual. The Board is determining

7:05 pm.

how best to carry this out safely. There will

We all stood for the Pledge of Allegiance followed by a

be our annual Rock Bingo, with presents,

moment of silent prayer.

but the food has not been decided yet. The

There were no new members to recognize.

Board will let you all know soon.

There were no guests in attendance.
Roberta Oldread made a motion to accept the minutes of

Lynn Walters made a motion to adjourn the

our October meeting as printed in the newsletter, Janice

meeting, Ralph Barber seconded, passed by

Wojcik seconded. Passed by all members.

all.

Treasurer Janet Wheeler gave the Treasurer's report.
Meeting was adjourned at 7:36 pm.

Old Business

Minutes respectfully submitted by

President Birx began her announcements by re-stating that

Secretary Melodye Steverson.

our meetings will continue to be held under CDC guidelines.
President Birx brought up the upcoming Gem Show and

Withlacoochee Rockhounds Board of

asked if any members still need a table. They are to contact

Directors

Ralph Barber as soon as possible.

Meeting Minutes

There is no food to be available at the Gem Show at this

Date 11/23/21

time.
We have an offer of rental on a digital sign to be placed on
Highway 19 for $500. The decision has not been made at this
time.
Treasurer Janet Wheeler stated that she had put the Gem
Show information in the “What to Do” section of the Tampa
Bay Times.

Attending Board members; Judith Birx,
Melodye Steverson, Ralph Barber, Roberta
Oldread, Ginny Steverson, Lynn Walters and
Michael Steverson.
Board meeting started at 6:36 pm and was
held via the Internet on Zoom.

President Birx asked all members to volunteer to help with
the Gem Show. She reminded everyone that the William
Holland Scholarship Award is given to a member who is
active in the club and the Board takes volunteering into
consideration when determining the winner of the award. If
any members wish to help with set up of the Gem Show,
sign up and be there Thursday December 2nd at Noon.
We are looking for more vendors at this time. If you know
anyone who may be interested, please inform them.

This meeting was held to finalize details of
the Annual Gem Show 2021.
The meeting opened with a discussion of
tables sold and how to get in a few more
vendors.
It moved to the base elements of the show
functions:
Balloons for signs – Judith will check them
out.
continued on page 8
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Rockhounds Advertisers

Your Business Card Size Ad in Rock Talk
The cost for non-club members to advertise their businesses in
Rock Talk is $10.00 per month.
Contact Michael Steverson to set up an ad in both the newsletter and
the club website. It will benefit both
your business and our club.

If you ad has a web address, or Etsy shop address, I have linked to it.

Advertisers Are Needed
Please help us find advertisers for the Rock Talk and our website.
The monthly income from these ads is beneficial to the club.
Both the Rock Talk and our website have more exposure than only club members.
Contact club treasurer Janet Wheeler: ceecgirl@tampabay.rr.com or
send to:
Withlacoochee Rockhounds
PO Box 5634 Spring Hill, FL 34611-5634
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Gold jewellery from
the time of Nefertiti
found in Bronze Age
tombs
Walk like an Egyptian!
Archaeologists from the University of Gothenburg have
concluded an excavation of two tombs in the Bronze Age
city of Hala Sultan Tekke in Cyprus. The finds include
over 150 human skeletons and close to 500 objects –
including gold jewellery, gemstones and ceramics – from
around 1350 BC.
Since 2010, the New Swedish Cyprus Expedition (The
Söderberg Expedition) has had several rounds of
excavations in Cyprus. In 2018, archaeologists discovered

The finds include jewellery and
other objects made of gold, silver,
bronze, ivory and gemstones and
richly decorated vessels from many
cultures.
“We also found a ceramic bull. The
body of this hollow bull has two
openings: one on the back to fill it
with a liquid, likely wine, and one at
the nose to drink from. Apparently,
they had feasts in the chamber to
honour their dead.”
One particularly important find is a
cylinder-shaped seal made from the
mineral hematite, with a cuneiform
inscription from Mesopotamia
(present day Iraq), which the
archaeologists were able to
decipher.
Read the entire article here at
HeritageDaily.com

two tombs in the form of underground chambers, with a
large number of human skeletons. Managing the finds
required very delicate work over four years, since the
bones were extremely fragile after more than 3,000
years in the salty soil.
In addition to the skeletons of 155 individuals, the team
also found 500 objects. The skeletons and ritual funeral
objects were in layers on top of each other, showing that
the tombs were used for several generations.
“The finds indicate that these are family tombs for the
ruling elite in the city. For example, we found the
skeleton of a five-year-old with a gold necklace, gold
earrings and a gold tiara. This was probably a child of a
powerful and wealthy family,” says Professor Peter
Fischer, the leader of the excavations.
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Per Jacob Paul of the Express,

British Teenager
Discovers Rare
Bronze Age Ax
Hoard

Hardwick’s mother, Claire, adds, “A
lot of people have said it’s a once-ina-lifetime find.”
Milly Hardwick's discovery earned
her a spot on the cover of a British
magazine. Courtesy of the Searcher
magazine
At first, the father and daughter—
residents of Mildenhall in Suffolk—

You'd be surprised what you'll find if
you would only look down!

dug up just a single bronze ax head.
Keeping at it, they soon unearthed
20 more artifacts. Archaeologists
brought in to excavate the site
discovered the rest of the hoard the

Milly Hardwick, a 13-year-old from Suffolk,
stumbled onto a cache of 65 artifacts dated to
around 1300 B.C.E

following day, reports BBC News.
Though she is new to the hobby,
Hardwick appears to have a natural

Milly Hardwick was searching for buried treasure in a

ability for locating artifacts.

field in Hertfordshire, England, when her metal
detector pinged. The 13-year-old’s father, Colin, joked

Read the entire article here at

that she’d found an ax. He was partially right:

SmithsonianMag.com

Hardwick had, in fact, stumbled onto a trove of 65
Bronze Age axes and artifacts dated to around 1300
B.C.E.
“I was shocked,” the teenager, who made the
discovery on her third metal-detecting outing, tells
Sarah Cooper of ITV News Anglia. “I almost fainted. I
was like, ‘Dad, I’m going to faint!’”
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“Whoever made the artefacts from
Stajnia clearly had language, and

Is this mammothivory pendant
Eurasia’s oldest
surviving
jewellery?

the nature of the artefacts
themselves give us a fascinating
insight into what the makers may
have valued, and their world,” says
Laura Basell, an archaeologist at the
University of Leicester, UK. “It is
reasonable to suggest that horses
and mammoths were really
important in their lives and these
objects have meaning on multiple
levels.”
The oval-shaped pendant has two
drilled holes and is decorated with
at least 50 smaller puncture marks

Yabba-dabba-do!

that create a looping curve. The true
purpose and meaning of these dots

A 41,500-year-old pendant carved from a piece of a
woolly mammoth tusk could be the oldest known
example of decorated jewellery in Eurasia made by
humans, according to archaeologists.

remain unclear, but they could
represent a counting system, lunar
observations or a way of scoring
kills, the researchers suggest. The
spiked end of the horse-bone awl is

The pendant was found in the Stajnia Cave, a
natural rock shelter in southern Poland. The results
of radiocarbon dating, published in Scientific
Reports1, suggest that it is thousands of years older
than similarly decorated artefacts from other sites.

worn, indicating extensive use.
Read the entire article here at
Nature.com

Other objects found at Stajnia Cave include a 7centimetre-long awl — a pointed tool used for
making holes — shaped from a piece of horse bone.
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continued from page 2
Wrist bands for attendees – Ralph will get them from storage.
Morning donuts for vendors – Ralph will pick up donuts and coffee.
Large signs for 19 and Hudson – Judith and Melodye will get them.
The placement of signs was discussed.
Chuck Birx will hold a sign on 19 and Hudson.
Roberta did a FaceBook boost with a $140 limit, which reached 10,000 people.
Ralph did an $80 boost which will run until the Sunday of the show.
Judith showed the volunteer list.
Member forms are needed for the club table. Mike Steverson will make them.
A discussion about dues for 2022 came up. The dues for the Senior Center are being raised from $15 to $25 per member,
which would make our total dues $35 per member in 2022. The Board decided to cover our club members who renew for
2022 by paying their Rock Club dues of $10, which allows the total membership dues to remain $25 for the year. Roberta
made a motion: “In order to keep club dues at $25 for 2022, the club will pay each member's Withlacoochee Rockhounds
club dues of $10 for the year 2022”. Lynn Walters seconded the motion and the vote was a unanimous “yes”.
President Birx wanted to get 3 $50 gift cards for outside vendor raffle. All Board members agreed. She also asked all
officers to participate in getting donations from vendors for hourly giveaways.
President Birx suggested we put up a sign recommending that attendees wear masks and inform them that they are
entering at their own risk and asking them to please follow CDC guidelines.
Lynn Walters made a motion to end the meeting. Roberta Oldread seconded. Passed by all.

The meeting ended at 7:34 pm.
Respectfully submitted by Secretary Melodye Steverson
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Bench Tips
from Brad Smith
Brad Smith's Bench Tips are a monthly feature of Rock Talk
NO SCRATCH VISE JAWS

MARKING YOUR TOOLS
It makes sense to mark your tools if you ever lend
them to friends or take them out to classes or
workshops. Question is how to mark them
permanently. For metal tools, I use a very small
ball bur running fast in the Dremel or Foredom to
"engrave" my initials. Other times I'll form the
initials with a number of hits with a center punch.
But for hammer handles and other wooden tools,
the country boy in me came back and thought
"Why not make a branding iron?" If you'd like to
try one, all you need is a little scrap copper or
nickel about 22-24 gauge, a piece of heavy brass or
copper for a base, about 6 inches of metal rod and
a piece of wood for the handle.

If your bench vise has replaceable jaws, there is a simple
modification to customize it for bending sheet metal and holding
jewelry pieces without worrying about the jaws leaving scratch
marks.
I make a duplicate set of jaws from high density plastic such as
Nylon or Delrin. Remove the jaws and use them as a template. Cut
two pieces from a 1/2 inch sheet of scrap plastic. Then clamp the
steel jaw over the plastic and drill through the steel side and into
the plastic. Finally, use a larger drill to countersink the plastic for
the screw heads.
Plastic can be obtained from the scrap bin at a local plastics store,
can be purchased online from Ebay, or can be repurposed from an
old kitchen cutting board.

I formed my initials from a couple 4mm strips of
sheet nickel. The "S" was one piece, but the "B"
was three pieces soldered together with hard.
(Remember to form the letters backwards). I then
soldered the letters with medium onto a piece of
1/8 inch thick brass bar to act as a heat sink.
Finally, I soldered a piece of 1/8 round rod on the
back of the brass bar as a shaft to join to a wooden
handle.

Apologies for the repeat of last month's Bench Tips. As of publishing, Brad had not sent me tips for December.

Learn New Skills with Brad's "How To Do It" Books
Amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith
Withlacoochee Rockhounds
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2022 Club Dues Explained
You may have heard that the Weeki Wachee Senior Center is raising its dues for the 2022 year.
That is true.
You may wonder, “Why does that affect me? I'm a member of the Rockhounds.”
I will explain.
Every member of every club that meets at the WWSC (Weeki Wachee Senior Center) is both a
member of their own chosen club AND a member of the WWSC.
That is the way the WWSC is set up.
As long as our club continues to meet at the WWSC, we will continue to be subject to their dues.
Last year, their dues were $15 and our Rockhound club dues were $10 making the total $25 per
member.
With the raise in dues that the WWSC is implementing, our total membership dues for 2022 would
have increased to $35 per adult membership.
Your Board of Directors has decided to take action to keep the 2022 dues at the previous year's
level of $25.
Your Board has decided to cover the $10 membership fee for each member that renews their
membership for 2022 and for each new membership for 2022.
This money will come out of the profits from the Gem Show we just had and is due to the hard
work and efforts of a great many of our members.
Work = Rewards! Your dues will stay the same as last year, $25 for 2022.
Well done!

Rock Talk Funny Papers
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From The Editor
Hello to all Withlacoochee Rockhounds
It is I, your friendly neighborhood editor again.

If you missed our December meeting, you missed a chance to vote for your club officers and Board of
Directors. Thank you to the club members who were at the meeting. And, thank you to our new members.
Nice to have you as part of the Withlacoochee Rockhounds family!
We continue to follow the latest CDC guidelines, and the CDC is advising that vaccinated AND non-vaccinated
individuals wear facemasks when gathering indoors. We are wanting to keep everyone COVID-free. So, PLEASE
wear your mask when you are attending our next meeting.
If you would like to place a business card ad in the newsletter, please feel free to contact me, and we'll get
you added to the next available issue.
Additionally, if any of you have not received your newsletter or are not receiving my e-mail blasts (meetings,
rock sales, etc.), please check your spam folder. If you still are not receiving them, please contact me, and let's
make sure I have your correct e-mail address.
As noted in previous issues of Rock Talk, I have created for the club a Google My Business account. Doing
this, when someone searches for "lapidary clubs near me", or "rockhounds near me", we will come up in their
search. Now that this is live, I am asking again, if you would, please search for "Withlacoochee Rockhounds",
and when you see our listing to the right side of the page in Google, please use the "Write a Review" link and
give the club a good review. It helps with search engine results. This means more people find us, and we
hopefully acquire new members. It's a win-win! Likewise, if you have not done so, please subscribe to our
YouTube Channel. YouTube is the second largest search engine on the internet. People are finding us by it.
Our club is getting better every day, and we now have the new logo we spoke of in previous newsletters.
I have been incorporating it into other club documents. In addition, we are researching how soon we can also
patches created with the new logo. With that new logo, I have created new t-shirts and a tote bag for the
club. As with the present shirts, these shirts are available on Amazon. I sent out an e-mail recently with the
link to the new merch. You may also find the new shirts on our club website, on the Club T-Shirts page. Get
yourself some new club gear to wear! Look around the meeting, you will probably see a member wearing our
new club gear!
Our Board would like our members to come up with suggestions for Programs to be presented at our
monthly meetings. What would you like to see? What would you like to learn? What would you like to know?
Is there something you'd like to teach or present? You can help our club expand its educational repertoire.
We'd love to hear from you all.
Contact any Board member or bring your written suggestions to a meeting.

Rock On!!!
Club Phone Number - 352.587.2714

Warning to Withlacoochee Rockhound Members
During the last several months, illicit requests
have been sent to members of various clubs in the US,
including the Withlacoochee Rockhounds, asking members
to purchase gift cards that would be used as donations to
various organizations.
These are SCAMS.
Be advised that our club has never and will never ask
members to buy gift cards or provide any form of
monitary funds to anyone or any organization by
phone call, email, or any other method of communication.
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